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Equine Herpesin California

Update:

During the past week in Colorado, there have bédeast 2 confirmed cases of equine herpes-1 iofech
horses that competed at the National Cutting H&s®ociation Western National Championships in Ogden
Utah. Other horses that competed in Ogden, Utafte wransported to the Kern Country Cutting Horse
Association show in Bakersfield, CA, and some @sthhorses became ill, with one horse being eutbdrat
the fairgrounds. One horse was transported froke&dield to the isolation facility at the UC Dawsgterinary
Medical Teaching Hospital. Another horse that atezhthe Ogden show was also sent to UC Davis. Bbth
these horses have been confirmed as positive fM-EHIn addition, as of today, at least 4 addiabhorses in
various areas of Northern California have beeniomeid as positive for EHV-1.

UC Davis Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital (VM TH):

The VMTH operates an isolation facility that wasideed specifically to allow us to provide the basssible
care to horses with infectious diseases such as-EHWhile completely segregating them from other
hospitalized horses and outpatients. The isolatamility is located a substantial distance from ti@in
hospital, utilizes a dedicated group of staff amdpeys rigid infectious disease control and contant
protocols that prevent other horses from becomixmpsed. Currently, the two horses mentioned aboge a
being treated under maximum isolation. These Isots®/e no contact with other horses at the hospital
Because of the presence of EHV-1 in the commuttigy,VMTH is taking every precaution to prevent EHV-
entry into the general hospital. Every horse aghaitto the hospital is being tested for EHV-1 aod f
biosecurity precautions are in force during thetriew weeks as necessary.

EquineHerpesVirus.

Equine herpes virus is a common virus of horseddmeide, and can cause respiratory disease, absrtend

less commonly neurologic signs as it has in theses It is transmitted by aerosol and close cobbeteveen
horses, including fomites such as shared tack,petgmt and by human hands. Though there are vaccines
available for prevention of respiratory disease abdrtions caused by equine herpes virus, therewarently
none that are labeled for prevention of the negiolorm of the disease.

Precautions:

Please contact your veterinarian if your horse rhaye been exposed to EHV-1 at one of these shows or
through contact with a horse that has returned fooen of these events. In general, exposed horseddsbe
isolated and have their temperatures monitoredetwlaily. If an exposed horse develops a fever,ndisiic
testing of nasal swabs and blood should be perfdrm€onsideration should be given to vaccination of
resident, non-exposed horses on premises wheratjadife exposed horses are returning to, as perm you
veterinarian’s guidelines.

For additional information, please refer to thddwaing sites:
Resour ces:

California Animal Health and Food Safety Laboratory
http://ww. cahfs. ucdavi s. edu/




3 UCbavis

VETERINARY MEDICINE

Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital

UC Davis Center for Equine Health:
http://ww. vet med. ucdavi s. edu/ ceh/ ehvl general .cfm

Equine Herpes Myeloencephalopathy Brochure
htt p: //ww. aphi s. usda. gov/ vs/ nahss/ equi ne/ ehv/

CDFA Equine Herpes May Tupdate
htt p://cdf a. ca. gov/ ahfss/ Ani mal Heal t h/ equi ne_her pes_virus. htn

CDFA Equine Herpes Myeloencephalopathy Fact Sheet
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/AHESS/Animal_Health/pdfs/EHW¥actSheetSept2010.pdf

USDA Resources
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/nahss/equine/ehv/

American Association of Equine Practitioners Faoe&
htt p: // ww. aaep. or g/ pdf s/ control gui del i nes/ Equi ne¥20Her pes%0Vi r us. pdf

UC Davis Real Time PCR Research and Diagnostice Eacility (PCR test)
http://www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/vme/tagmanservice/




